him and to bless in the name of the Lord, [and by their word 
every dispute and every assault shall be settled] (Deut. 21:5 ). 


[K] The Scripture thereby links the matter of blessing the people to 
the matter of the Temple service. 


[L] Just as the ministry takes place [when the priest is] standing up, 
so the blessing requires [that the priest be] standing up. 


[M] And so it says, “Then the priests and the Levites arose and 
blessed the people, [and their voice was heard, and their prayer 
came to his holy habitation in heaven]” (2 Chron. 30:27). 


[N] Now it is concerning the generation of Hezekiah, in which 
the people labored in Torah, to which Scripture refers. But 
as to other generations, in which they served idols, what 
does Scripture say? 


[O] “When you spread forth your hands, I will hide my eyes 
from you; [even though you make many prayers, I will not 
listen; your hands are full of blood]” (Is. 1:15). 


[P] “And he blessed them” (Lev. 9:22). The blessing at issue 
has not been spelled out. For we did not hear what it was to 
be, until the Scripture came and spelled it out: 


[Q] “The Lord bless you and keep you: The Lord make his face 
to shine upon you, and be gracious to you: the Lord lift up 
his countenance upon you, and give you peace” (Num. 
6:24-26). 


[1:6 A] And what is the scriptural basis for [saying an additional] prayer [on 
the Day of Atonement, that is, the prayer] of the closing of the gates 
[M. 4:1B]? 


[B] Said R. Levi, “““[When you spread your hands, I will hide my eyes from 
you]; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; [your 
hands are full of blood]’ (Is. 1:15). On the basis of the cited verse we 
learn that whoever prays abundantly is answered.” 


[C] The opinions assigned to R. Levi are at variance with one another. 


[D] There said R. Abba b. R. Pappi, R. Joshua of Sikhnin in the name 
of R. Levi, “In all toil there is profit, but mere talk tends only to 
want’,(Prov. 14:23). 


[E] ‘Hannah because she prayed abundantly. cut short the days of 
Samuel. 


